Easton School District No. 28

Meeting of the Board of Directors
Monday, January 28, 2008    7:00 p.m. 

Jeannie Marie Giovanale Austin Memorial Library
Members Present:  
Marilyn Fudge, Patrick Dehuff, Tony Fitzgerald, Gary Greenlaw
Staff Present:  
Suellen White, Gretchen Jenkins, Anna Powell, Becky Houle, Becky Montgomery
Visitors Present:  
NKC Tribune Reporter Delores Levesque, Chuck White, Judy White
The regular meeting of the Easton School District Board of Directors was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Marilyn Fudge.

School Board Appreciation Month

January is School Board Appreciation Month.  Superintendent White recognized school board members for their service to Easton School District, read Governor Christine Gregoire’s proclamation and presented each member with a certificate of appreciation.  

Consent Agenda
A motion was made by Tony Fitzgerald and seconded by Patrick Dehuff to approve the Consent Agenda.  Following clarification questions regarding the stated FTEs on the Enrollment Report and the purchase of keys on the Accounts Payable listing, the motion carried 4-0.

1. Minutes of the December 17, 2007 Regular Meeting

2. Minutes of the January 14, 2008 Workshop

3. General Fund Vouchers 8074-8126 ($46,460.15)
4. ASB Fund Vouchers 10104-10111 ($4,314.44)

5. General Fund Payroll January 28, 2008 ($121,403.38)

6. Financial Reports (Budget Status) December 2007

7. Enrollment Report (January 2008)

Facilities 

Report and Recommendation from Tractor Committee

Gary Greenlaw, David Tate and Max Kamp have met and reviewed the bid proposals received for the purchase of a new tractor.  Lengthy discussion was held regarding the proposals as submitted, differences in the specified equipment from each bidder, concern with the process and bid document as developed by the business office.  The Committee recommendation, in weighing the differences in equipment proposed and bid amounts, was to accept the bid from Liberty Farm & Lawn of Ellensburg, WA.  Superintendent White and Business Manager Becky Montgomery expressed concern that the bid from Liberty Farm and Lawn was not the low bid.  Director Greenlaw indicated the reasoning of the committee in determining that Liberty Farm and Lawn was the low bidder.  The district’s bid policy requires the district to request informal bids for purchases between $15,000 and $50,000 with a follow-up in writing within 7 days.  The state bid laws require the district to accept the lowest responsible bid.  In order to compare “apples to apples” the business office will take the bid from Liberty Farm and Lawn and provide identical specifications to it to the other John Deere dealers on Tuesday.  A motion was made by Tony Fitzgerald to buy the John Deer tractor from Liberty Farm and Lawn of Ellensburg unless lower bids are received from the other John Deere Dealers;  if lower bids are received the matter will come back to the school board for further discussion. Discussion continued regarding the motion.  Superintendent White suggested a motion to purchase the tractor from the vendor with the lowest bid after clarified bids from the vendors were received.  It was re-stated that the motion was to purchase the tractor from Liberty Lawn and Garden and if Liberty Lawn and Garden was not the lowest bidder, the purchase was not authorized.   Gary Greenlaw seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0.
Students and School Program
a.  Web Site Preview


Business Manager Becky Montgomery introduced the new Easton School website.  Web master Kerri Case has been working with Mrs. Montgomery to get the new site up and running.  The URL for the old website will be re-directed to the new site in the near future.

b.  
Football League Change


The Northern Sky League is folding.  Easton High School will need to join a new league to continue competition.  Coach Phil Derrick has researched and attended league meetings and is requesting approval to join the Pacific Coast League.  This league consists of Lake Quinalt, Wishkah Valley, Oakville, Taholah, WSD, and Mary M. Knight.  Non-league games will continue with Cascade Locks and Mansfield to fill out our schedule.  The league has more playoff slots for post season play than existed in the Northern Sky League, which should enhance our team’s chances of going on to State competition.  A motion was made by Patrick Dehuff to authorize Easton High School joining the Pacific Coast Football League.  Gary Greenlaw seconded.  Motion carried 4-0.
Community Issues
Chuck and Judy White expressed concern regarding Easton students spending extended amounts of time at the Easton Saloon.  Judy reviewed the contents of the Good Neighbor Agreement the district executed with Ms. King when a request for a Class H Liquor license was being processed.  Because the school district did not respond during the allowed comment period, the Liquor Control Board did not honor the Good Neighbor Agreement as a binding instrument.  Assurances were given to Mr. and Mrs. White that the district will follow-up with the liquor control board regarding the concerns raised at tonight’s board meeting.
Personnel

David Tate has received the OSPI and Washington State Patrol Certificate for Maintenance Excellence following the annual random school bus inspection.  Congratulations were extended to Mr. Tate.

Legislative

Tony Fitzgerald reported the 2008 legislative session began two weeks ago.  Bill cut-off is next week.  A new funding formula is being studied.  There is no major coalition looking for additional dollars during this session.

Reports

a. Board Chairman – Chairman Fudge expressed concern regarding the Board Vacancy policy and the 90 days to select an applicant.  Superintendent White advised that the ESD would not be involved in the board structure unless requested by the school board or in the situation that the board would be at an impasse in deliberations.
b. Principal – no report

c. Superintendent – Superintendent White

1. Students in grades 8-11 are being surveyed regarding their interest in a skills center.  County Superintendents have been involved in the discussion to establish a skills center.  An Upper County Skills Center would offer job training in building construction, natural resources, and hospitality.  A Memorandum of Understanding is already in place with Suncadia as a business partner in this venture. 

2. A DSHS workshop in Traumatized Youth is in the planning stages.

3. The PTSA will be hosting an Honor Roll Pizza and Bowling party.

4. Students will be participating in the District Writing Assessment this week.

5. Friday, February 1 is a LID day.  Ms. McLaren and Ms. Powell will be conducting a writing workshop for staff.

d. Staff Report – Ms. Powell reported

1. Prompts for the District Writing Assessment have been developed.  Mrs. Powell talked about the value of the DWA:  that it provides practice for the WASL and provides a benchmark of student achievement in writing.  The participation of Mr. Nevills also provides students with a perspective that is “third party” and adds a different dimension to the scored results.

2. The FCCLA class prepared the refreshments for Joel Thomas’ reception.

3. Ms. Badda is involved in the Art and Math Integration project along with Mr. Derrick.  The project participants are Goldendale, Toppenish and Easton.

4. Geo-caching is on hold until spring.

5. Ms. Badda will be presenting the Middle School Health CBAs at the OSPI Conference in Spokane on January 30 and 31.

Items Arising
Director Fitzgerald inquired about the status of the proposed agreement between the PTSA and Easton School District.  Becky Montgomery indicated that it will be coming to the school board as a workshop topic.

Executive Session
A Special Executive Session Board meeting will be held on February 4, 2008 for the purpose of discussing personnel.

Adjournment
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
______________________________________  
_______________________________   
     
Suellen White
, Clerk




Marilyn Fudge, Chairman
