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MINUTES BOARD WORKSHOP
Board of Directors Easton School District #28

Monday, November 26, 2007   7:00 p.m.

Jeannie Marie Giovanale Austin Memorial Library

Attending
Board:  
Joel Thomas, Gary Greenlaw, Tony Fitzgerald, Marilyn Fudge, Pat Dehuff  
Staff :  
Ron Woodruff, Becky Montgomery, Anna Powell, Becky Houle, David Tate, Sara McCoy
Visitors: 
Tammy Fitzgerald, April Dehuff
Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Marilyn Fudge and seconded by Pat Dehuff to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion passed 5-0.
a. Minutes of the October 22, 2007 Meeting

b. Minutes of the November 1, 2007 Executive Session
c. General Fund Vouchers 7985-8041 ($35,075.79)
d. ASB Fund Vouchers 10096-10100 ($527.79)
e. General Fund Payroll  ($124,874.41)
f. November 2007 Enrollment Report

Communications to the Board  - None

Financial  

a. School Bus Purchase 
Transportation Supervisor David Tate was present to provide information on the bids received for the new school bus.   Bids were received from three companies: Schetsky NW ($106,268.46), Bryant Motors ($110,438.32) and Harlow Bus ($105,311.83 which included deductions of $1,784.85 for a fuel tank smaller than 100 gallons and left luggage compartment only).  Harlow Bus was not able to provide the 100 gallon fuel tank or the double luggage storage area.  Schetsky NW and Bryant Motors each met the bid specifications.  The engine warranty provided in the Schetsky NW bid was 100,000 miles.  The engine warranty provided in the Bryant Motors bid was 150,000.  Discussion followed regarding the availability of off-site and on-site repair service, alignment with the existing fleet for parts and mechanic preference.  A motion was made by Tony Fitzgerald to purchase the Blue Bird due to alignment with the existing fleet.  Gary Greenlaw seconded.  The motion carried 5-0.  Business Manager Becky Montgomery indicated she would research any complications that may arise due to not awarding the bid to the lowest bidder.  If any issues were to arise board members would be made aware of the situation.

b. Resolution No. 337 – VEBA Participation 2007-08

Approval of this resolution will allow eligible district employees to deposit funds from the sale of sick leave to a tax exempt account established for medical expenditures.  A motion was made by Pat Dehuff to adopt Resolution No. 337 as presented.  Gary Greenlaw seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.
Students and School Program

a. Mental Health Counselor

As part of the ESD105 Elementary Counseling Consortium, the ESD has hired a mental health professional who will work in our district one day each week.  The services will be provided to students identified by staff who need an extra level of counseling services.  Gerardo Martinez-Escobar has a Masters degree in counseling, has school district experience and is bi-lingual.  He will begin working in December.

b.
Christmas Program

Anna Powell announced the 2007 Christmas program title is “Frosty the Snowman”.  The program will be presented on Thursday, December 20 at 1:00 and 7:00 p.m.  The seniors have been helping with the sets as part of their leadership projects and are doing a wonderful job.  Santa is rumored to be coming to the program….
c. Parent/Teacher Conferences

Principal Ron Woodruff reported a very successful parent/teacher conference turnout – 97% of parents attended.  He credited the high participation success to direct contact by both the elementary teachers and by Claudia Guilford working with the secondary students’ families.

Community Issues

a.  Community of Caring

The “Community of Caring” committee as been meeting and coordinating both food and gift giving to those in the community who need a helping hand.  Thirty seven families have signed up for assistance.
b.  Team Easton Drill Team


Team Easton, lead by Tony Fitzgerald and Jenny Jensen, is providing a drill team program for Easton children.  A motion was made by Marilyn Fudge and seconded by Pat Dehuff to approve the drill team as a school approved activity.  Motion carried 4-0 with one abstention (Tony Fitzgerald).  
Personnel

a. Suellen White Resignation
Chairman Joel Thomas received a letter from Suellen White, on behalf on the school board, where she notified the directors of her intended resignation on June 30, 2007.  A motion was made by Marilyn Fudge to accept Mrs. White’s resignation.  Gary Greenlaw seconded the motion.  Motion carried 5-0.
b. Appointment of Superintendent
As a result of the retirement of Suellen White and the board’s work toward hiring a new superintendent, a motion was made by Marilyn Fudge to provide Patrick Dehuff with a Letter of Intent to Hire for the position of Superintendent effective July 1, 2008, pending successful contract negotiations.  The motion was seconded by Tony Fitzgerald.  Motion carried 4-0 with one abstention (Pat Dehuff).   Pat will continue to serve on the school board until the transition period is over.
Reports

a. Board Chairman Thomas – reported on the successful passage of the Simple Majority for Maintenance and Operation Levies.
b. Principal Woodruff reported:
1.
a successful lockdown drill simulating an intruder alert.

2.   traveling with the ASB to Inter High in Yakima
3.
congratulated Hayley Greenlaw on her selection as Student of the Quarter

c. Staff Report – Anna Powell reported:
1. Becky Houle attended the Handwriting Without Tears Conference
2. FCCLA is catering lunches to staff this year.  Prices may have to rise since expenses have.
3. the library has received the Junior Library Guild current selection of 23 books.

4. Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) has been installed and is ready for use in grades K-2.

5. Tammy Roy is doing a great job in the K/1 classroom.

6. Pennies for Peace fund drive has netted $137 so far.

7. District Christmas party is scheduled for December 12 at MaMa Vallones.  A white elephant auction is planned to raise additional funds for Pennies for Peace.

d. Board Member Reports

Directors Fudge, Dehuff and Fitzgerald reported a successful WSSDA conference
Items Arising - None
Adjournment

The board meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
______________________________________     
________________________________             
Becky Montgomery for Suellen White

Joel Thomas, Board Chairman
